The Brazilian Academy of Neurology (BAN) was founded on May 5 th , 1962, with the purpose of organizing and overseeing the Brazilian neurology educational and scientific activities. Its history is related to the earliest days of the Brazilian Neurology, from the Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo Schools of Neurology. The remote origin of both came respectively from Antônio Austregésilo Rodrigues de Lima (Recife, 1876 -Rio de Janeiro, 1960, founder of the Brazilian Neurology (1912) 1 , and Enjolras Vampré (Laranjeiras, 1885 -São Paulo, 1938 2 , the founder of São Paulo Neurology. The leader-founding group who had the foresight to establish the BAN was the successors of two primary leaders: Deolindo Augusto de Nunes Couto 3 , the main Brazilian Neurologist at the time, Adherbal Pinheiro Machado Tolosa 4 , and Paulino Watt Longo 5 . Oswaldo Lange 6 had also a prominent role in this initiative, as well as Antonio SpinaFrança Netto 7 , his beloved disciple and young neurologist at the time (Fig 1) .
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The Brazilian Academy of Neurology (BAN) was founded on May 5 th , 1962, with the purpose of organizing and overseeing the Brazilian neurology educational and scientific activities. Its history is related to the earliest days of the Brazilian Neurology, from the Rio de Janeiro and São Paulo Schools of Neurology. The remote origin of both came respectively from Antônio Austregésilo Rodrigues de Lima (Recife, 1876 -Rio de Janeiro, 1960), founder of the Brazilian Neurology (1912) 1 , and Enjolras Vampré (Laranjeiras, 1885 -São Paulo, 1938) 2 , the founder of São Paulo Neurology. The leader-founding group who had the foresight to establish the BAN was the successors of two primary leaders: Deolindo Augusto de Nunes Couto 3 , the main Brazilian Neurologist at the time, Adherbal Pinheiro Machado Tolosa 4 , and Paulino Watt Longo 5 . Oswaldo Lange 6 had also a prominent role in this initiative, as well as Antonio SpinaFrança Netto 7 , his beloved disciple and young neurologist at the time (Fig 1) .
TRACKING THE ORIGINS OF A BRAZILIAN NEUROLOGICAL SOCIETY
As Spina-França 6 stressed, the efforts that led to the creation of the World Federation of Neurology (WFN) 6, 7 . However, the essays of the BAN creation also began from other previous initiatives.
The Society of Psychiatry, Neurology and Legal Medicine was launched in 1907 and, two years earlier, its journal was founded: Arquivos Brasileiros de Psiquiatria, Neurologia e Ciências Afins, the first Brazilian journal specialized in Psychiatry, Neurology, and related sciences 8 
THE BRAZILIAN ACADEMY OF NEUROLOGY
The meeting in which the BAN was constituted was carried out at the Institute of Neurology of Rio de Janeiro, chaired by Deolindo Couto, at the same ground where the main stream of the Brazilian neurology begun (Fig 2) . Other associated neurologists involved with this early history were enrolled in the inserted record (Fig 3) . The society foundation was recorded at the Registration Office of Deeds and Documents of the city of São Paulo. Deolindo Couto was acclaimed its patron during his lifetime. 
THE BRAZILIAN ACADEMY OF NEUROLOGY LOGOTYPE
The symbol of the BAN (Fig 4) was a proposition of Deolindo Couto. It is composed by owl, oil lamp, square and sphere, each one with its own meaning. Ancient Athenians made the owl an emblem of wisdom, and it represents its goddess of foresight and knowledge. The oil lamp is a personification of night and vigilance, and it is surrounded by a rectangle, which is an old symbol of the material world. The rounded outer contour with the name of the BAN is an ancient and universal symbol of unity and wholeness.
CONCLUSIONS
In conclusion, the birth of BAN is the result of the visionary leadership of representative neurologists from São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, 50 years ago. It took place at the Institute of Neurology headed by Deolindo Couto, the patron of the BAN, and at the main grounds of the birthplace of the Brazilian Neurology in Rio de Janeiro, the old NHI. 
